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T^ROM the outset it became clear that the war in
-L Spam would be divided into sectors by the very
geography of the country. When one takes a peninsula
with an immense high central plateau, seamed with
mountain ranges rising to six thousand and seven thousand
feet in height, it is apparent that sweeping plans of cam-
paign are not possible All the generals who have fought
in Spam, from Hannibal and Caesar to the great Napoleon
himself, have had to modify their strategy to the physical
conditions of the country.
It was obvious that the fighting for Madrid would
have at first to be on the great semicircular range of
the Guadarrama mountains It was also obvious that
there would be a secondary campaign between Aragon
and Catalonia in the east, between Navarre and the
separatists of Viscaya in the west, while in the south
round Cordoba and Malaga, south and north of the
great Sierra Moreno, there would be at the same time
half a dozen minor fronts in existence
But from the outset several points of importance stood
out clearly. It was necessary for the Nationalists:
I. To reach the Guadarrama and bottle up the passes
so that the Reds could not swarm over the plains
of Castille and attack the provisional seat of
government.
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